Minutes of the Middlesbrough RC Cathedral Justice and Peace Group Meeting

held on 13th October 2011 at 7.00 PM.

Present: Teresa Lyth (Chair), Laurie Haley, Margaret Stacey, John Walton, Slawomir Ziemian

Apologies for absence: Rev. Len Collings, Frances Howling, Elizabeth Collings, Ted Cox, Carol Rowntree, Ann Smith

1. Teresa led the opening Prayer

2. DVD on Rwanda Connect2 Cafod

As Slawomir was the only one person who hasn’t seen the DVD, he borrowed it to watch at home. There was a discussion about potential screening to wider audience but since there is no ‘U’ rating and indeed the content is disturbing at times, it was decided to abandon this idea. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting

1. 
No date as yet but Len is working on it.

2. Tees Pride Run – final amounts

The final amount Laurie received form sponsorships was £393 plus gift aid on top of this. Laurie thanked all who had contributed. Great effort this year but Laurie is planning on beating his time next year! Laurie commented that not many CAFOD envelopes were collected – perhaps next time a greater emphasis must be put on announcing the collection at the end of each Sunday Mass.

3. Next collection for refugees and asylum seekers joint with Open Door North East Harvest Festival Appeal 16/10/11. 

4. For October collection, Teresa has already arranged boxes and will be collecting them on Sunday and Monday.

It has been agreed that the next collection should take place after Christmas – January 2012 is the most likely timeframe.

5. Amnesty International/ACAT(UK) Action by Christians Against Torture – Messages of Support/Letters – Margaret

There was discussion about which organization to support and to which level.  ACAT is a smaller organisation and really a branch of Amnesty. 

The Prisoner Support Scheme is a greater commitment,  praying for a prisoner, writing letters regularly at least once per month and also sending colourful cards as well as getting to know more about them and their country. 

It was decided that as a first step we would send cards via their Christmas Greetings Campaign and invite parishioners to get involved with this and also say some prayers at the same time. 
 The idea for now is that everybody interested should bring a pack of cards (religious and non-religious as well) and use them to send messages.
Margaret can join ACAT as an individual member (membership cost £20).  There are no funds available from the Parish but this will come from the Justice and Peace Group’s Expense Fund.
More details need to be obtained about the cards campaign before making final arrangements. As yet there are no details on their website. 
6. Celebration Mass at Westminster Cathedral – 28th January 2012 – Letter from Carol Cross inviting Parishioners to the Celebration of CAFOD’s 50th Anniversary with Bishops of England and Wales. Laurie received an email asking him to personally attend the Mass at Westminster but can’t go. There are no other volunteers as yet. Laurie to respond to the email.

7. Diocesan Justice and Peace Newsletter - nothing new to report.

8. Funding for Justice and Peace Group. Anonymous donations. 

£100 pledged thus far by two anonymous individuals. It has been decided that Ted Cox should be in charge of the J&P money.

Teresa will check with Parish diary to see when we can bring cakes to raise money for J&P group. The plan for the fund is that it will cover the cost of Speakers and other projects.  This has been arranged for Sunday 30/10/11.

4. Fellowship Newsletter / Mass

The Fellowship are arranging their Mass calendar for 2012 and so Teresa will try to find available dates  coordinating  with Cathedral’s diary.

5. Future meetings

10 November 2011

08 December 2011

6. AOB

Slawomir made an announcement that his job takes him to Germany and most likely he will not be able to attend any further J&P activities. The rest of the group thanked him for his work for the group and wished him well but hope that he will return next year.

7. Teresa led the closing Prayer

